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My Toughest Job in Ship Modeling and How I Licked It 
THE NORSE LAVE 
By Albert C, Wagner 


My toughest one was one I asked for and deserved just what I got, altho eventual- 
ly it came out 0, Ke and was very good experience, I saw the picture of a model in 
one of those fancy Model Books, Nance or Koster probably, and could not get it out of 
my mind, Just had to build it, you know, That model was the Danish NORSE LAVE 
(Northern Lion) of the middle 1600's, The two tough spots were, first, getting the 
proper data, and second, constructing the very complicated and ornate beakhead. But 
after an off-and-on five year job of alternate research and building, I at last pro- 
duced a job fair enough to earn articles with photos in two Washington dailies and one 
magazine, Tillery 197. 


First, the research, That took me to the Danish Embassy, where I secured the 
address of the Museum housing the original model, made of ivory by the way, and after 
some correspondence I secured from them a pamphlet in Danish giving the ship's arma- 
ment and some history and a few bits of other data, which I had translated, after some 
delay, by the process of hunting up a Danish friend, I still lacked a lot so wrote 
back to the Museum and finally secured ten fine large detail photos taken from very 
useful angles and a fine seale drawing of her profile, metric measure, 


I now started on the hull, working out the sections from another model of the 
same place and period and hope they are correct. The hull is bread-and-butter type 
hollowed to a thin shell and planked, I still lacked some information for although 
the ten photos were wonderfully helpful they failed to show the course of muchzsof the 
running rigging. A search through no less than thirty books at the Library of Con= 
gress discovered the necessary material in R, C. Anderson's "Rigging of Ships, 1600 
to 1720" already out of print, I finally was able to buy a copy after a year's hunt, 
I now had all the necessary data (incidentally the Anderson book only cost me $5 and 
all the stuff from Denmark (5,60) to go ahead with the job, 


Now comes the tough spot in building that hopeless looking beakhead, Nearly a 
quarter the length of the ship it was nearly round and swept upward in a curve and to 
a point, closely resembling a cow's horn, The fore and aft timbers were supported by 
six U-shaped built-up frames, each one smaller than the preceeding one, After a hope- 
less attempt to figure them out mathematically, I finally made a mock=up of cardboard 

€ and bamboo splints cutting and fitting and changing for a week till I had it fitted, 
then I took it apart and made the permanent head of apple wood, with the U frames jig 
sawed from three ply wood which I made of berry box wood, The floor was a triangular 
grating, of course with the upward curve. I had to carve each fore and aft strip and 
_ broke about one for each one used, 
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The trail boards were intricately thru carved, closely resembling the iron lace 
work on the old New Orleans housese This I managed after some various experiments by 
making punch work out of strips of celluloid from a toilet table box, requiring a 


special set of home made tools similar to linoleum carvers plus a set of die sinkers 
files, 


I had to do the portrait head of King Christian IX, under whose reign the ship 
was built. I used apple wood for this, following standard carving methods from a 
Swiss book, (English translation, please) and the fourth attempt was not too bad. 
This head rests on the tip of the beakhead, just behind the ears of the lion figure= 
head, facing the ship, 


Eight. small hippocampusses for the stern lantern were not so easy. They ean be 
done well, however, this way -- I made a pattern by cutting the proper shaped hole in 
a piece of card, jigsawed blank hippos from apple wood sanded to the extreme thickness 
of the creature, filing them a bit and rejecting a couple, till I had eight to fit. the 
pattern, after which I rounded them down to shape with pen knife, files and a small 
dental chisel. Two base relief heads of Thor, flat on the back, were done the same 
Way. 


There were just two more carving problems, six dingusses something like mermen 
(mermaids with whiskers anyway) which I did by carving each one on the end of a larger 
piece of wood which served as a handle to hold the thing till it was finished. This 
is the secret of making small carvings without constantly breaking or dropping them 
or continually cutting yourself or cutting the carving in the wrong place, It is very 
easy to detach the finished work from the chunk afterwards, I did the final carving 
problem the same way. This was a whole line of tiny brackets holding up the quarter 
galleries and the overhang of the stern, The brackets were twists of cable each sure 
mounted by a tiny human head, all the faces different. I carved out each in turn on 
the end of a stick a bit bigger than a pencil and before detaching, touched them up 
with color applied with a pin on a handle, to make up the deficiencies in the carving. 
I think this idea of carving "on the chunk" and detaching the work after finishing 
will make this article worthwhile if nothing else does, It applies to such things 
as Sister blocks, triangular deadeyes, odd style capstans, in fact almost all small 
and irregular fittings of wood, ivory, bone or plastic, 


Mr. Scott's illustration shows this curved grating. Many old time ships have 
them, "A" is the shape of the grating which makes a floor or deck for beakhead, "B" 
is the approximate curvature, "C" is a block hollowed on top to the curve required 
and along its center is run a groove one half the thickness of the strips to be shaped 
_ for the fore and aft parts of the work, The athwart strips are straight and do not 
need a special jig to shape them, "D" is the approximate shape of the finished 
strip, but not quite to scale, It will be noticed that the strips vary in length, 
the cross strips up in the beakhead and the curved ones at the extreme sides having 
only two or three notches each, 


THE GUILD POSTER 


Included with this number, but not stapled, is the Guild Poster drawn by Mr. 
Scott. This poster is designed for hobby shons, library bulletin boards, and book 
stores or any spot which in your opinion is desirable. Hobby shops sell ship model 
kits, ship plans, model ship chandlery and will be recruiting stations for the Guild 
for new members who will participate in our effort. In the large cities hobby shops 
are in all business centerse=Pin up a Guild Poster where you trade and visit all shop: 
in your area. Additional posters will be sent upon request, 


The work of the Guild must be shared by others, not for the cause of the Guild 
but for the sake of "The Era of Sail", 
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PHOTO BY 
E. N. BRAWNER 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 


fore-and-aft pieces all cut and formed 
to jiq. Of course each piece varies in 
length. Athwart picces need no curve. 


ord-aft. To form fore-end- aft pieces 
Shape wood biock as shown at right, 
cut down center, depth’ b” to be 
one half dépth of piece*a”. This gives 
for forming and cutting notches. 


pena not to scale but are to 
cormey idea Block be qradueted 
to obtain eves specing 


Detans of LANTERN AND DoLPHins oN of notches. 


Danish ~ “NORSKE LOVE” : 


Section thru, showing octagonal 
shape of lantern with hippocompuss 
at each corner. 


A B ie 
Eiqht panels - four of each shown. 
actually has 20 holes in the Enlarged view of hippocampuss 
fiqure 8° about the two diamond cut-outs. tail. Note point of tail and finial. 


Note fluer-de-lis on end of each dolphin 
tail. Tails take single turn about each 
other. 
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Guild Ship Model Registry 
Report of Herbert S, Scott-Registrar 


As a service of the Registry we will occasionally list the models which have 
been registered, with the names of their owners and/or builders, The members who 
have recently joined the Guild should register their models. Also if you are build- 
ing a new ship register it and report when it is finished, We have learned since the 
Registry was started a year ago, that it is quite necessary to have a list of excep- 
tional plans which the members own == please list them, 


An example of the benefit to members of the Guild Ship Model Registry is illus- 
trated in the following: the names of four members who had built the BOUNTY were 
given to Louis Shafer who is working on the same ship, 


Since this list was compiled, quite a few vessels have been registered and they 
will be published in an early issue, 


100 Gun ship, c#1715 
ALABAMA 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON 
ALICE MANDELL 
AMELIA 
AMERICA 
ANCHOR HOY 
ANN McKIM 
ARK . ROYAL 
ATLANTIC 
AUGUSTA 
BENJ. F. PACKARD 

u 


Bluenose Sch, 
n 


CABOT 
CALIFORNIA 
CHAMPION of SEAS 


CHAS. We. MORGAN 
u 


n n 
CLERMONT 
Coast G, Cutter,c=1815 


CONSTITUTION 


CUTTY SARK 
DIAN 
DILIGENCE 
DOS AMIGOS 
" 
ELSIE 
ENTERPRISE 


Austin Smith 

Wm, E, Carter 

Jay Williams 

John J, Flynn 

Wm, A. Black 

A. M. Morris, Jr. 
Wm, A. Black 

Je Je Flynn 

Mehrel Shank 

Dr, HeKeRichardson 
Austin Smith 

Dr. H,KeRichardson 
Je Je Flynn 
Howard A, LeVan, Jr. 
A, Morris, Jr. 
R, Shayler 

Jay Williams 
Arthur Thorsen 
Frank R, Miller 
Wm, N, Fenerin 

H. A, LeVany Jr. 
F, T, Manning 

D, MacNeil 

Wm, N, Fenerin 
Harry Hamilton 

F, R, Miller 

Je Je Flynn 


_ Mehrel Shank 


Austin Smith 
Frank R, Miller 
Chas. M. Allan 
Mehrel Shank 

Dr, Bernard Berenson 
Mehrel Shank 

H. V, Evans 

Jay Williams 

Jay Williams 

Wm, N, Fenerin 
Wm. A, Black 

He Ag LeVany Jr. 


Needs rigging detail 
Confederate raider 
Revenue cutter 
Whaler, coppered hull 
Hudson River Sloop 
Sch, Yacht 


1832, plank and rib 

1588, ship 

1903, 3 mast schooner 

U. S,. Cruiser, 1929 

1883, (needs paint details) 


(Lunenberg, N.S.) 


Brig 

Barque (Glass case) 
1854 (Excellent example) 
Whaler 


tt 

tt 
Plank and rib, coppered 
Fulton's steam 
From Chapelle 


(as of 1812) 
(Excellent example) 


Fr. 4h guns (sailormade) 
(HMS ) 
(Excellent example) 


Building as of June 1951 
Sloop 
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Ship 


FELUCCA (Type) 
FERRET (1711) 
FIRST RATE 
FLYING CLOUD 


FRAM (1893) 
GERTRUDE L. THEBAUD 
n 


GLOUSTERMAN 

HALF MOON (1609) 
ALEX, HAMILTON 
Harbor lighter (type) 
HARTFORD (1858) 
ISAAS WEBB (1850) 
JAMES A, WRIGHT 

n tt 
JANE CAMPBELL 
JOE 

Junk (Chinese type) 
KEARSARGE, USS 
LEX INGTO? 
LIVELY LADY 
MARIA SOPHIE 


MAYFLOWER 


tt 

METEOR (1830) 

MORAN TUG 

NEWSBOY 1863 
" 


NIAGARA, USS 
NORSE LOVE 
PERRY 


Picture Frame Model 
PINKY 
PRINCE of NEWCASTLE 
Fregatte RADETSKY 
RALEIGH 
Revenue Cutter, HM 
tt US 
ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
ROGER B. TANEY 
SANTA MARTA 
n 


SEA WITCH 


Modeler or Owner 


Jay Williams 
Mehrel Shank 
H. V. Evans 
Jay Williams 
Je We Parker 
Garland F, Smith 
Je Je Flynn 
Frank R, Miller 
Ge P. Granade 
Miles Mayberry 
We H. Honey 
F, J. Green 
Harry Hamilton 
Jay Williams 
We. H. Honey 
Jay Williams 
Jack R, Weingand 
Mehrel Shank 

n n 
Ae C,. Wagner 
Thomas Hornsby 
Je Je Flynn 
Ce M. Allan 
J ° Je Flynn 
A. C. Wagner 
K, Smalley 
H. S. Scott 
Austin Smith 
Mehrel Shank 
Chase M,. Allan 
Arthur Thorsen 
F, T. Manning 


Re Te Shayler 

Harry Hamilton 

Ed. Je Dalloz, Jr. 
Dr. Bernard Berenson 
Ae LeVany 

Je Ce Mathews, CDR 
He Se Seott 

Thomas Hornsby 

Ae Ce Wagner 

R. G. Saunders 


H. Ve Evans 
Harry Hamilton 
Mehrel Shank 
Thomas Hornsby 
He As LeVany 
V. Evans 
Jack R, Weingand 
A. H. Smith 

Jay Williams 

F, J. Green 
Harry Hamilton 
Je Je Flynn 
Garland F, Smith 
Wm, N, Fenerin 
He A. LeVan, Jr. 


Remarks 


McCann plans 

Sloop 

Fr, ,bone, being restored 
Clipper 

1851 clipper 

Building as of March 1952 
Clipper, coppered 


Cased, excellent, for sale 
Being built as of 1952 
Needs data on first voyage 
Schooner 

Schooner 

Fine example 

10 year research, for sale 


Dutch 

1831 Rev, Cutter 
Hanburg, sloop rig, fine 
Excellent example 
Packet, plank and rib 


1877, plank and rib 

See NRG Jani, 1951 

Rev, Cutter, excellent, sold 

u 

Sketched from original 

Ehip-sLoop 

Brig, excellent 

Sche 

Under Const, Needs belaying 
pin plan 

Cased, fine 

Huil only, McCann 

Needs data 

Mcht. Brig 


Brigantine, 1/8" scale 

3/16" scale 
1812, brig 
1625, Danish Navy,excellent 
1843, 10 gun brig, need rig 

ta 

French, sailormade 
McCann 
1812, barkentine (Chapelle) 
1855, sailormade, excellent 
Frigate built by Chas.G,Davis 
Waterline model, wooden sails 
1830, 31 ton type 
1639, British 
U. S. Rev, Cutter 
Under const, 
McCann plans 
1872 Mcht., coppered 


Hull only 
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Ship 


Modeler or Owner 


Remarks 


ST. PAUL “or clipper 
0 


Ship Cirea 18 
Slaver Brig i 


SnekkJa, (Typ Jay Williams Viking 
SOVEREIGN of SEAS Mehrel Shank 1852 clipper 
n D. F. MacNeil 
n tt Je Je Flynn 
t Je Je Flynn " 
" n F, T. Manning 1637, Excellent 
SPARROWHAWK Harry Hamilton e~1600, ketch, rare model 


Steam Trawler (Type) 


F, T, Manning 
H. Ve. Evans 
F, Je Green 


Mehrel Shank 


Sailormade 


Baltimore 1800!s 


SWALLOW H, A, LeVan, Jr. Built by J. Je Hager (Brgntn) 
" Wm, E, Carter Baltimore clipper 
Kenneth C, Smalley " 
SWIFT H, Ae LeVany Jre Sloop (from Chapelle) 
TORRENS 1875 Je Je Flynn British Mcht., coppered 
TRIUMPHANT He A. LeVany Jr. Built by Chas. G, Davis 
UsS.5eP.Ce. 496 T. E. Tragle Subehaser, served on this boat 
VICTORY, HMS Mehrel Shank 1805, first rate, British 


u 
u 


H. V. Evans 

W. H. Honey 

Chas, Allan 

Virginia Privateer A. He Smith 

WANDERER H. T. Fitzpatrick, Jr. 
n Leonard Johnson 


Carved wood sails, waterline 
Now in museum (R.U.SeIe) 


McCann prints (Whaler) 
Whaler 


Whaleboat (Beetle) Jay Williams Very complete 
u " Je Je Flynn See, Jan, 1952 Journal,NRG 
Whaling Bark (19th Cent.) Je Je Flynn Plank and rib, coppered a 


Yacht (Dutch) 

Yawl 

YORKTOWN 

YOUNG AMERICA (Clipper) 


Austin Smith 
T. Shayler 
F, J» Green 
Je We Parker 


C-1620, needs data 
Wooden sails 
Aircraft carrier 
Needs data 


More on the Whaling Bark TRUELOVE 


From Captain Harry Daniel, NRG, Montevideo == That is a fine picture of this old 
whaler, Her British official number was 5591 and her signal hoist J.KeGeR. She was 
still listed in 1889 as owned by John S. Ward of 51 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, 


ry but was out of registration in 1890, probably broken up at 125 years of age, 
1889). 


TRUELOVE is spelled both ways in some British registers, but in the official 
Mercantile Navy List for 1860 it is spelt as one word, 


From Will H. Honey, London -- On the TRUE LOVE = 1764 built Philadelphia. Length 
961, beam 27', Captured by British during Revolutionary War, 
1780 Sold hull and employed in Operto Wine 
1784 Strengthened for whaling. 
During Napoleonic Wars carried letters of marque and was pierced for 16 guns, Return- 


ed to Whaling and later reduced to barque rig. Took part in search for traces of Sir 

John Franklin's expedition without success; vessel received L 500, 
1873 Entered Norwegian Ice trade ie 
1887 Broken up. 

By mention of barque rig one would assume that she was built as a ship, These were my 

own scrappy notes and unfortunately were taken many years ago and I am not able to 

quote references, No doubt something else will turn up in due course, The name is 

TRUELOVE == not TRUE LOVE. 


; 


_ The Nautical Research Guild is a non-profit or- 
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the members. The Nautical Research Journal is 
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Letters to the Secretary 


From Charles F, Sayle,. I think the DERWENT HUNTER ex NORTH AMERICA was built 
in Kingston, Massachusetts and was at one time owned by Nantucket interests. I will 
hunt her up at the Nantucket Museum, Sometime after camels were out of service, they 
were hauled up into the Lily Pond (since been drained) and went to pieces. A few 
timbers were saved and things made of them which I gave to friends. Capt. Zeb N, Til- 
ton died a few days ago. He was the last of the old coasting schooner captains on the 
island, I sailed with him a lot and he was a fine man and could do anything with a 
vessel, The last one he had was ALICE S. WENTWORTH built as the LIZZIE A. TOLLES at 
South Norwalk, Conn, She is now "partying" around Booth Bay, Will send you a photo 
of her soon along with measurements of my fisherman anchor=-600 lbs, We have had the 


a worst winter in 50 years <= the jib halliards on my scalloving boat are 33 to " diam 
with ice, 


I carve whales and all sorts of things of whale ivory and bone, Now to start on 
a lantern, the frame to be of whale bone, after one which is in New Bedford Museum, 
Have a set of whales to make of walrus tusks--largest will be five or six inches long 
and the whales will be in proportion according to size, I make whales of various 
woods and all sizes, some weather vanes == I do some furniture repairing, build and 
repair ship models, go scalloping and have now three years work ahead on new ship 
models, in my spare time I work my garden which is 30! x 60 and I am building a new 
shop-18! X 20! and you can see there aren't many dull moments, Also I am going to 
start on a set of whales of ebony 3 to 6" long. 


There is a fellow over in South Dartmouth, New Bedford named Harry Neyland who is 
an artist. He owned the CHARLES W. MORGAN and formed a group which later turned it 
over to Col. Greeny etc. He has done some very fine work on whale teeth...saw some 
when I visited him,..He has some yards and one or two davits from the MORGAN, He gave 
me some spikes and a bull's eye from deck of the MORGAN and a piece of old deck plank, 
He also gave me a bundle of her wood sheathing carried on bottom on a sea elephant 
hunting trip to Desolation Island, There are several fine private collections of 8crin 
shaw on Nantucket, as well as that of the Nantucket Whaling Museum-=Brech, Long, Robert 


Waggerman, Everett Crosby among them--they are summer people who have come here for 
many years. 


About those lines of the ALICE S, WENTWORTH, I have about 100 snap shots of her 


and have measured her and shoveled enough coal, etc., from her deck and hold, so have 
e a pretty good picture of her, 


Wonder if Mr. Boland or any member can help me to buy some sperm teeth and whale 
bone from the Field's Landing Station, 
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From Stuart M, Boland--San Francisco Built Whalers, I wish John Lyman had 
given references or sources in his annotation to my San Francisco whaling article for 
his statements. I wonder if he would give the pecific references for each of his 
assertions. Bibliography on this subject is difficult to pin down, due to the fact 
that a considerable amount of the records was destroyed in the fire and earthquake as ae 
well as two previous fires. The sources I used for my statements concerning the whale- 
ship construction other than those listed previously were: 
1. "The Whaling Industry" by Dr. W. H. Fowler of Great Britain, 
2. "Whale Fisheries" by Prof, Robert Gray of American University. 
36 gat "History of American Whale Fishery from its Earliest Inception to 
1876," 
4. "Report of the U. S. Commission of Fisheries"1875, Vols. 1-l. 
5. “Whaleman's Shipping List and Merchants Transcript", 
Scammon's “North American Whaling Industries", 


There were many other sources I investigated =- most of which bore out my statee 
ments, They seemed to indicate that steam whale ships were never entirely built in 
San Francisco since the boilers, metal parts and marine engines were produced else= 
where, usually in Great Britain. Scotland furnished most of these installations since 
the machine shops in San Franoisco did not possess the basic patent rights to reproe 
duce the engines, Such suppliers were: Messrs, John and James Thomson of Glasgow, 
Scotland, They are relatives of mine (my mother was a Thomson) and I know they were 
foremost in their field throughout the world, Family records seem to show how rigidly 
our canny Scottish kinfolk held controls on their marine engine production privileges, 
Conclusion drawn by most authorities is that a great deal of reconstruction work on 
hips built elsewhere was done in San Francisco yards. Also many old whale ships 

were refitted with imported engines in San Francisco, In fact the auxiliary (engine) 
powered whale ship was the rule rather than the exception on the West Coast whalers, 


From Floyd J. Green = USC and GS S PATHFINDER, 705 Federal Office Bldg., Seattle 
4, Washington, Note my new address. I now have a job with the U. S. Coast and Geoe 
detic Survey under the Commerce Department. Principally responsible for Charting and 
Hydrography of Coastal areas, our particular area is the Bering Sea up around Nome, 
We will be leaving for the Bering Sea in the spring for a five month period so I will 
have lots of time to work on my models, Right now I am working on a model of a 2h 
pounder of the CONSTITUTION era. Has a carriage of walnut with a brass barrel turned 

.on our lathe on the ship, along with brass fittings made entirely aboard ship, of 
course it will have a bore for firing. Will write you in the near future and tell you 
about my new job, (Note: Ronald Roberts Moore, NRG, was commanding officer of the 

USC & GS S + EXPLORER and was Inspector of Construction of the PATHFIIiDER). 


Shop Notes at Random 
From the Shop of Lieut. Col, John H, Edgerly 


Model cement, while very useful here and there owing to its quick drying properties, 
is not satisfactory for small work owing to its messy appearance and spoiling of 
sharp corners. Have it available and use it of course around acetate or plastics, 
but lean thou heavily on fish glue of the prepared bottle variety, 

Paint as you go and never never never try to paint in place, 

Completely finish all parts such as deck pieces before you put them in place == else 
you will be sorry. 

Drill all your little holes before you emplace pieces too, Incidentally always = 
always drill holes before you try to drive in pins or brads of any kind, 

Use only the best paint. Every book tells you this, but we all have to learn, Model 
railroad paint has a dull finish and is of high quality if you want to be quick anc 

get by with one or two coats, Their white dries almost instantly and is opaque 

enough to do with one coat in many places, Their solvent makes it possible to 
clean up spots quickly. I use their red as anti-fouling paint for many ship models 

Not quite authentic and all that, but it makes a very neat job, 


| 


Wire 

Wire seizings From Cap LEIGHTON ROBINSON : 

Brass ca Sketch of shroud set up with wire 
—End__ Showing use of bréss cap over end. 


Below -from Cap Robinson: A 

ed band will serve many purposes. 

Frequentiy found necessary in 

fishing @ spar. As a band around 

split yard,or weak spot, by using 
Bolt 


4 


ever battens, and tautening upon 
bolt. Useful in meny tight places. 


Front view 


Side 
Frem Shop of LOU J. BRISTOL: Tool 
developed from discarded mandre\s to cut 
hewse holes to shape end angle. File to 
shape as shown. The shove sliqhtiy 
enlerqed. Use old mandre|s to 


From the shop of AUSTIN H.SMITH : A survival of the crow- 
foot is seen below. The purpose cf this final crow foot wes 
to prevent foot of tops! from fraying against rims of the 

. The crowfeot wes rove thru a wooden ephroe with 7 
holes, 6 holes to equalize crowfoot line. Stay selyed to Tth. 
Aknot at each end of 


Note holes thru rim of top- 


Stert end end 
with knot under | 
rim of top 


models of 


Se 


Also from Austin Smith: Seen below is —w 
view of tool for shaping smal! mouldings. File 
pieces of metal as a die. Vérious shepes. 


Shaped with file. 4 
Shaped with smell round file 
Hendies 


« 


Views of 


clarity. 


Draw lines 45 shown 


Sheer line 


Block shown rooted 


“ANS 
rom JOHN J. FLYNN: Notice tarpaulin covers on \ife-boats, 
double-ended. Tarp., laying from ridge pole forms flat surface, 

or plane. From this 8 sheer can be established for the 

boat on block of wood,3as shown. Cut block to size, 


Deck Houses with use of corner posts. Cut posts to take 
making lights ,use either brass or wood. Use 
for bars. This prevents breaking or bending. 
brass wire bars. Make frames s tnuq fit. 


From the shop of JOHN J. FLYNN : 
Two tupcs of release gear for enchors. 
In No. I- chain, which js stapled to Fwd. 
Side of cathesd, is released when 
bolt is driven out. In No. I, anchor 
18 releesed when bolt is turned down. 


From JOHN J.FLYNN: Keels were NOT notched on ships to take frame. 
However, in the built-up model it makes 5 stronger @ better job. 
Space notches carefully and to fit @nug,end nomore. Cul notches 
for full frames. If model has an sfter-dreg,3as shown ubove, 
the notches é frames sre plumb to the horizon, not the keel. 


mark lines show dotted, cut down to established line 
Qiving a roofed effect. After ends are pointed the sheer 
lines show up. 


Deck houses liqhts from JOHN J. 
FLYNN. 


Sides as shown. In 
of wood in 
move wood to bore | 


+o drill holes 
wer holes. Insert 


drawn by BL - LEG 


—Middle Crowfoot prevented T 
unreeving- 
thru top - 
|| 
ai 
Found 
| 
Niew from Fwd. 
Wooden ephreo 
Hawse hole 
MODEL HELPS IDEASSKROM VAI 
HOPS THROUGHOUT GUIL 
Bolt driven out, 
6: 
Anchor 
down: 
3 Rod falls down. Bottom 
Planks Kee! of notch 
‘ 
re holes —~ Round 
Covering board \ | 
| 
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(Shop notes continued) 

I use plexiglass or similar plastic material for all my small parts as it never splits 
and can be carved in any old direction easily, It saws and whittles nicely and 
takes this railroad paint like a charm, It is also wonderful with model cement 
and dries instantly. All of my crosstreés, trestletrees and such stuff and the 
figureheads too can come from this stuff, 

I make most of my fine drills out of brads and pins which I file to a chissel edge 
and use in a pin vice, They last a long time and are quickly made, I have the 
others which I use in my Dremel but they break too often and cost a lot, 

Incidentally the Dremel is now almost a must. It gets into small places and has so 
many little tools that you can get into this or that with, plus doing the very 
heavy carving work under the bow and stern and drilling all the difficult holes in 
the mast hardwood without requiring any pressure or risking completed rigging. 

Its only drawback is that the high-speed motor affects the wife's and neighbor's 
television, I got around this by planning ahead and doing all my Dremel work in 
the forenoon or before I went to the office, 

Most of the work in model building is easily adapted to the so-called "production= 
line" method of working and you can with a little prior planning cut most of the 
distasteful monotonous jobs to a tenth of the time. Once started by an incorrect 
or tedious method however, you can seldom change over, 

Don't ever hesitate to take down or tear apart immediately some part you don't like 
or feel isn't quite right. It is the accumulation of these little things which 
often add up to a complete dissatisfaction of the finished model, It seldom 
takes twenty minutes to redo the error and your satisfaction regained is worth 
days of added work, 
can carve your bulwarks in easier than you can hang them on afterwards. On the 
bread and butter models you can select lifts the right size and jig out a lot of 
it, What's left can be carved out and hit with these small model builder's plane; 
and sandpaper, Once the staunchions and rails etc, are in, it will look a lot 
better and be much stronger than the very best job you can do separately. 

I have long debated over whether it was easier to put the timber heads in and then 
carve the pinrails around each or to put the pinrails in and make the timber 
heads in two parts, Either will work, but I now favor making the timber heads in 
one piece and then working behind a big reading glass mounted on the bench so 
both hands are free, I carefully mark each notch to be cut in my hardwood pin- 
rail with a very sharp hard pencil and cut these out with care, The rail is 
then glued in place and held with the delectable spring-type clothespin shaped tc 
suit == of which you should have many at this stage, 

By the way, I use pecks of these little bank pins in all my work and drill holes for 
every one of them before driving. They are there usually just a day or so until 
the glue dries and then I pull them out and fill the holes, If you have to leave 
them in, you can grind down the heads, 

Don't forget the beeswax on the rigging and always buy the best rigging from pro= 
fessional houses, Other stuff will do for wrapping and loose stuff, but on the 
taut rigging you want it to stay in place thruout the years -= brother, it won't 
if you get cotton or the moisture gets by the beeswax, 

Incidentally again, spend a half hour at the end of each session in planning exactly 
what you will do next and in getting out the raw material and small parts from 
your miniature ship yard. I even get out my rigging and cut it to size ahead of 
time, To me this is the real fun, 

Don't hesitate to redo your blueprints to a larger scale if you have the room or can 
put up with the increase in size. It is more fun and a great deal easier to worl 
on a larger model, 

I always have a little experimental station on my bench where I try out mass produc- 
tion schemes, make pilot models and test this and that. It pays off, 

This powdered wood is good but mix it with glue instead of water == you got some-~ 
thing then, 
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Further Discussion on the Brig PERRY 
From Howard I, Chapelle 


Hornsby's remarks on the PERRY in the December Journal have added available in- 
> formation on the brig. But the original contention was whether changes occurred as 
a result of her trials. No one is fully informed about anything in the past, I think 
we are all still trying to find out things and there should be differences of opi- 
nion about the evidence but that will not excuse untenable charges or inferences, 


The drawings of the PERRY'S Spar plan in my book is a copy of an original by 
Grice as stated there = the Stegmann-Chapelle lists of spars was obtained from the 
Navy Department files - where these were found I do not know in every case. Had they 
been scaled from "official plans" would that make them of "doubtful authenticity"? 


Who can say which is inherently correct, the "official plans" or the "official docu- 
ments"? 


There are many spar lists for nearly every ship in the Navy at this period = I 
used one dated list or plan for as many ships as I could = it was not practical to 
show all tables for a ship of course in my book and the lists varied at close dates 
as the ships were changed not only in the navy yards but also at sea by orders of 
captains, I did not say that changes were made in the boat allowances through the 
idea that the master boatwright "had the authority" -- I said it was made, on his 
authority, which is quite different. To make it clear beyond misinterpretation = the 
fact is established by authority of the master boatbuilder's reports, (Note: This 
closes the discussion in the Journal, ) 


QUERIES 


Query No. 183. I necd copies of the Merchant Lists of U. S. Vessels == some of the 
early ones and some of the late. Where can I buy them? 


Query No. 18h. Sources for information on the Confederate Raider ALABAMA aside from 
McCann, 


Query No. 185. One project for the future is a model of the FRANCONIA, a clipper 
which was wrecked on the Farallones in the cighties, I have a fine old lithograph 
of her piling up, which was sent to me by my great-uncle who was lighthouse keeper 
there at the time. Would love to latch onto plans or information about her, 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES 


Query No. 176 of Winthrop Pratt Jr. = answer by Thomas Hornsby - Copper Sheathing for 
Ships Boats, Copper sheets used to sheath ship's boats, were the same size as those 
used for large vessels (4'X14") but were of the lightest weight, being 14 oz, It 


took about 60 sheets and 1) pounds of 7/8" copper tacks to copper a 30! frigate!s 
launch. 


Query No. 154 of Wayne B, Yarnall -= answer by John Lyman - Small Barks on Chesapeake 

Bay, A little digging into the archives reveals that the little barks listed were 

actually canal boats. Evidentally some clerk transposed "barges" into "Barks" and 

as a result the vessels were listed for a time as seagoing vessels, However the 

’ records show that the error was caught, and the canal boats were assigned new offie 
cial numbers in the series awarded to unrigged vessels, 


Query No. 177 of Dan Dyer = answer by Howard I, Chapelle = Get photos of rigged 
models from England = say from the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London, S,E, 
10, See Chapelle's "Boatbuilding", pages 120-121-122 (Adv.) Note from Howard Cha~ 
pelle--Earle Geoghagan has lines of SHEIIANDCAH which I brought for him from England; 
he also has a huge amount of material on Confederate ships, 
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Introducing New Members 


Captain Harry Daniel, Edificio Houlder, Calle Solis, 1480 = Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Daniel MacNeil brought the Guild to Captain Daniel's attention, Captain Daniel's 

letter follows in part . . "Born St. Ives, Cornwall, England, 1887, Went to sea in € 
1900, served in British sailing ships BANCA, LADY WOLSELY, MARION LIGHTBODY, WANDERER 

and BRAMBLETYE, from boy to chief mate, up to 1909, thereafter in steamers until 1920- 
five years in command, Port Captain for Houlder Brothers, Montevideo, 1920-1952 - 

Lloyd's Medal for lieritorious Services 1918, Distinguished Service Cross 1918, Mem= 

ber of the Order of the British Empire 1944. Freeman of the City cf London, Life ‘ 
Member and Liveryman of Hon, Company of Master Mariners, London, Interests: princi- 

pally notes, data, and photos of deepwater square-rigged sailing ships, minor inter- 

estes in other craft and rigs, I have a moderately good library of books on British 

and American sailing ships, which include Lloyd's Register from 1846 to 1951 (except 
15451565157, 163, '64), Also Bureau Veritas Registers for '71, '77, 193, '95, and 

1963 American Records for '79, !80, '81, '82, !90 and '963 Germanisher Lloyd Register 

for 1913; Norwegian Veritas Registers for 1919 and 1920, I have a collection of other 
nautical books a few of which stand outs: Wallace's "Record of Canadian Shipping", 

"Sailing Ships of Ireland" and also "White Wings" (2 vols.), Sailing Ships Visiting 

New Zealand 180-1900 and every copy of "Sea Breezes" since 1920 to date. I have a 

lot of unclassified notes from Falkland Islands, Denmark, and various other places. 

My lament is that I have not had time to compile a comprehensive file of the notes I 

have on around 50,000 sailing vessels," 


He O, Williams, 1436 S, Suffolk Ave., Westchester, Maywood, P.O, 111, It is re- 
gretableé that Mr. Williams did not tell us more about his especial interests, His 
application form simply states "Model building == all phases of shipping and ship 
photos", We trust Mr, Williams will attend the meetings of the Chicago group and get 
acquainted with the members, 


Tony Monaco, 628 Briggs, Modesto, Californias : I was a sea-going Marine + 
on the CHESTER during the war, I started making models about four years ago ~ bought 
plans of the FLYING CLOUD which were on a scale of 1/8" but I wanted a bigger ship 

so I enlarged them with my pantograph to 1/" and I am still shaping the hull which 

is 52" long -- the main mast will be )" high and the main yard is 22" long, I used 

Casco powdered casein glue for the large lifts of the FLYING CLOUD and it is good, 

A friend heard that I was working with two chisels only, 1/k" and 1/2", and he brought 

me a set of 21 carving tools he had wrapped in a cloth for 10 years which were impor- 

ted from London = what a help they will’ be. I have six cameras and will show you 

from time to time the stages of my model, 


Walter George Nowell, 2457 Mary Ave., Brentwood, 17, Missouri, Mr, Harold Cook in= 
troduced Mr. Nowell to the Guild, Mr. Nowell's nautical interests are expressed very 
briefly but they cover a lot of territory, "My primary interest is ship models, and 
American Ships prior to 1650," 


Notes from Howard I, Chapelle . . ». speaking of whalers, there is one half model in 
the Bourne Museum whose lines I did not take off, the NAPOLEON, This is perhaps the 
finest half model of an old full-ended whaler that exists in this country, It is ver- 
tical in lifts each representing frame-shape and is partially planked and is also 
decorated, John Flynn seems very much interested in whaling ships and his descrip= 
tion is very accurate, Many of the whalers built for the "fishery" were moderate clip- 
pers and smart sailors, The WANDERER was such a vessel and there were others. The . 
. model used was often characterized by buff and rather clumsy appearance above the LWL 

and surprising sharp lines below, frigate like. The WANDERER was not of this style ta 


and was a very sleek model indeed, I often studied her at New Bedford in 1919 and 
saw her hove down tod. 
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NANTUCKET LIGHTSHIP 
by Joel Andress, NeReG. (from a letter) 


I enlisted in the Coast Guard and after basic training I was sent to electronics 

i school for six months, and from there to Nantucket Lightship to take over the opera= 
tion and maintenance of the radio beacon and electronics equipment, Nantucket Light 

is the farthest from shore of any of our lightships and perhaps the most important, 


a I was inexperienced and it was my first duty at sea, You will understand then why I 
felt that this heavy burden of responsibility had been thrust upon me, I thought un= 
. mercifully, Less than two weeks after I reported aboard, we had a good old Atlantic 


hurricane. I was sick of course; nevertheless it was my duty to stand radio-beacon 
watch, and I did so = sitting at the desk in the hot radio shack with my head on my 
arms and listening to the diaphone disgorge its great raucous blast every twelve sec- 


onds. The ship stood up well and operation of the mast light and my radio=beacon was 
properly maintained, 


Less than 2 month later, in October, we expericnced a second hurricane. During 
the first night the riding pawl on the main mooring chain broke completcly off, result- 
ing from the strain put upon it each time the chain fetched up, The strain soon feel 
cn the windlass which was braked down hard and the skipper managed to get some impro- 
vised stopper on the chain, ‘Soon, however, the after part of the windlass broke away 
fren the deck underneath and would lift each time there was a strain on the moorings, 
The wind and seas luckly went down before there was any real damage and as before we 
weathered the storm quite well, 


Mail and stores were delivered once each month by tender, Sometimes food and 
water were scarce before that ship came out. Each man stays out for two months and 
has shore leave for onc month before going back out on the tender, Transfer of men 
and stores from tender to lightship is done by open motor launch, One month nine of 

S us were returning for duty. It was one of those grey, rough, cold, windy days. The 
tender had attempted to make the transfer for the past two days and decided to do it 
then, rovgh or not. For some reason, they decided to put us over a half mile from 
the lightship==the boat was dropped safely, but the engine would not start for a time, 
we were banging and slamming against the ship and getting very wet. At last, we set 
off, bounding over the seas and shipping water regularly, The tender, meanwhile,had 
charged off to leeward instead of giving us some shelter on our windward side. As 
our Jacobs ladder was not long enough to reach to the waterline, it was necessary to 


jump up from the boat at the proper time and grab ahold, We were all scared and 
drenched but we all made it, 


But life aboard was not always unpleasant. There were passing liners with pretty 
girls to wave to, brilliant moonlight, gorgeous sunsets, and calm evenings when we 
would take the dory out and chase sharks and porpoises. I enjoyed lifeship duty, 


Now I am in the Pacific, on the other side of the world, and on land even if it 
is a small island. The Coast Guard has a Lordn Station here, I expect to be dis- 
charged next September and I will then have some time for ship modeling. I have a 
good set of plans for CORIOLANUS and TORRENS, Joel Andress, U.5S.C.G., Wake Island, 
Mid Pacific == Postmaster, San Francisco, California, 


(To late to classify) Answer to (uery No. 100 of A, ifaury Morris, Jr. by Martin L. 
Cassell. A very ready method of using small drills in any drill press is to put 

™ the small drill in a common hand pin vise and then chuck the pin vise in the drill 
press, It should run quite true--this is a lot cheaper than buying a separate chuck 

& for these small drills, altho they may be obtained, Jacob makes one that will fit the 
Delta models and others as well, 

Query No. 186, Shim Copper. Where can I obtain shin copper 3/000 inch thick? 
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SPARS OF THE CLIPPER=SHIP RED JACKET 
by Thomas Hornsby 


Yards 


Ft. Ine Ft. In, Foe Ine & 
Foremast 89 head, 16 yard, 80 Army 5 
" Topmast 50 10 63 5 6 
" Topgallant 26 6 " 3 6 
Royal 18 37 2 6 
" Skysail 12 6 pole 5 " 28 u | 6 
Mainmast 92 head 17 yard, 90 arm 5 ' 
" Topgallant 30 n 53 6 " h 
" Royal 20 bb 3 
" Skysail 1h pole 6 " 35 " 2 
Mizzenmast 82 head 1h Cross= 70 n 4 
Jack 
" Topmast h3 " 9 yard 56 tt h 6 
" Topgallant 2h u 43 n 3 
" Royal 17 un 32 n 2 
_™ Skysail 11 pole 4 " 23 " 1 
Bowsprit 23 out, 
Jib=boom 20 by 15 by 5. Spanker=boom 60 end 2 
Spencer gaff 2h Gaff 45 a 5 


Foremast below deck, 22 feet 

Mainmast below deck 20 feet, 6 inches, 

Mizzen mast " " 20 feet, 9 inches, 
Stations on Deck: 

Knight heads to Foremast 50 feet. 

Fore to Main, 76 feet. 

Main to Mizzen, 64 feet. 

Mizzen to Taffrail, 9 feet, 6 inches. Total 2l1 feet, 6 inches. 
(From information supplied by Mr. Samuel H,. Pook, Naval Architect, Nog 2, Lewis Wharf, 
Boston, Mass. and printed in the U. S, Nautical Magazine, Vol, IV, June 1856, 


GAM CHAIR 


Guild Librarian, Dr. Bernard Berenson writes: "I will head for Chicago and points 
east for the month of April and plan to visit the maritime shrines in Newport News, 
New York, Boston and Andover==I hope to be able to attend the meetings of the groups 
in Chicago and New York",..F, T. Manning sent us 7 photos of the PAMIR, one showing 
four crew members at work on her fore royal,..iany pictures from L, S, Kogers of Tas= 
mania of his beautiful models == also 63 X 6 photos from John A. Johnson including 
one of the mst. Danish bark KOJSENHAGEN...Photos of two views of the built-up LEXING- 

TON from Ransom Hughese=these show the finished and painted hull,..All members who 

have made or who are making a built-up ship please send photos of her, regardless of 

her stage of construction and send also a short letter stating your difficulties, if 

any, and how you surmounted them-=These letters and photos will be published in the 

Journal for the benefit of others who aspire to this method of ship building...At a 

meeting of three Guild members of Oklahoma City, at the home of Herbert Scott, a 

lengthy discussion was held on the making of a built-up model of the Privateer DASH <= 

The lines and her story, showing her original Hawkenest half-model, were published in t 
the July, 1950 number of the Journal and we have a few copies left.-=The lines were by 

Wayne B, Yarnall,..When you register your ship, please send in her photo, if possible--= , 
A list of ship photos will be published in an early number,...Along comes this bit from co 
Dr. Horace K, Richardson, "If you want to go nuts over a catalogue of woods and tools 

write: Albert Constantine, 797 E. 135th.. St., New York 54, for their "Manual for 

Craftsmen" -- it is free and you will spend hours mulling it over and wishinge H.D.H. 
(Date of Mailing: March 17, 1952) 


i 
WM; 
vere 
© 
¥ 


